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SUBJECT: UANC REPRESENTATIVE'S COMMENTS ON RHODESIAN ELECTIONS 

1. CHIEF REPRESENTATIVE OF UANC IN BOTSWANA, SAMUEL KANHANDA, 
VISITED EMBASSY JULY 19 FOR DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFFS CONCERNING 
RHODESIAN POLITICAL SITUATION, PARTICULARLY IAN SMITH'S DECISION 
TO DISSOLVE RHODESIAN PARLIAMENT AND HOLD NEW ELECTIONS 
AUGUST 31. KANHANDA EXPRESSED OPINION THAT, IP SMITH'S OPPON- 
ENTS WIN THE ELECTION, RHODESIA WILL PROBABLY BECOME MORE 
CLOSELY ALIGNED WITH SOUTH APRICA. ACCORDING TO KANHANDA, 
SMITH'S OPPONENTS INTEND OFFICIALLY TO EMBRACE APARTHEID AND 
FOLLOW THE SOUTH AFRICAN TRIBAL LANDS POLICY IN AN EFFORT TO 
DIVIDE AND WEAKEN ZIMBABWE’S BLACKS. 

2. KANHANDA PREDICTED THAT A VICTORY BY SMITH'S OPPONENTS 
WOULD ALSO HAVE VERY SERIOUS ADVERSE IMPLICATIONS FOR US/UK 
EFFORTS TO FACILITATE RHODESIA SETTLEMENT. IF SMITH 

WERE NOW ELIMINATED PROM THE RHODESIAN SCENE ONLY TB BE 
REPLACED BY HIS MORE RIGHT-WING OPPONENTS, KANHANDA PRE- 
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DICTED THAT ANGLO-AMERICAN PEACE EFFORTS MIGHT BE SET 
BACK FIVE YEARS. 

3. COMMENT: SOME OF KANHANDA'S PREDICTIONS MAY HAVE 
BEEN OVER-STATED IN AN EPFORT TO IMPRESS US WITH THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN RHODESIA. NEVER- 
THELESS, OTHER RHODESIAN NATIONALISTS ALMOST CERTAINLY 
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SHARE HIS VIEW THAT, AS BAD AS SMITH IS, A VICTORY BY 
HIS OPPONENTS WOULD BE WORSE. KANHANDA'S PREDICTIONS 
WOULD NOT, OF COURSE, BE REALIZED IE SMITH SHOULD EMERGE 
EROM THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN WITH A VICTORY OVER HIS OPPON- 
ENTS WHICH COULD ULTIMATELY PROVIDE HIM WITH A STRONGER 
MANDATE EROM RHODESIA'S WHUTES TO NEGOTIATE A SOLUTION. 
HOWVER, THE PUBLIC CONDEMNATIONS OE SMITH'S ELECTORAL INITIATIVE 
BY NATIONALIST LEADERS, AS WELL AS KANHANDA'S PRIVATE 
COMMENTS TO EMBOEES, INDICATE TO US THAT PROGRESS TOWARD A 
SETTLEMENT WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE STALLED PENDING THE 
OUTCOME OE SMITH'S ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. END COMMENT. 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY INEORMATION 
WHICH MIGHT BE AVAILABLE TO EMBASSIES PRETORIA AND 
LUSAKA CONCERNING SMITH'S PROSPECTS GOING INTO THE 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

NORLAND 
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